Peeping and attachment to visual and auditory stimuli in day-old chicks.
The usefulness of peeping in indexing attachment to visual and auditory stimuli was confirmed in chicks between 18 and 30 h post-hatch. Greater attractiveness of the auditory stimulus was associated with a more marked initial reduction in peeping after auditory stimulus presentation, suggesting a greater attentional impact, and with greater effectiveness in reducing peeping during repeated stimulus presentations. There was no difference between the two stimuli in effects on peeping before or shortly after the initial approach to the stimuli. Of additional interest was the observation of a sharp rise in peeping immediately preceding the increased activity associated with initial approach. The possible relationship between peeping and arousal was considered.